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The Primary Long Vowels in Mongolian

RY

Nicuonas Poppr

Many years ago, Ramstedt noticed that the long vowels in
Khalkha had resuited from the contraction of vowels of two adjacent
syllables, the intervocalic consonant having disappeared.! Thus, Mo 2
qayé- »to closes has resulted in yd- in Khalkha. On the other hand,
Mo. baga »emallr has not developed into rd but has remained zagp
in Khalkha. These dual developments were discussed by Ramstedt
in another article of his in which he came to the conclusion that
these dual developments were due to different aceentuation: yd-
< *qaya- but sagy < *higa® Therefore it is surprising that Viadi-
mirtsov who had accepted these observations of Ramstedt 4 set up
his rather phantastic theory that the different developments had
been due to the transition of the ancient Mongols from a hunting
economy to animal husbandry.®

As long ago as in 1987, the author of these lines stated that

! G. J. Ramstedt, Das Schriftmongolische und die Urgamundart phone-
tisch verglichen, JSFOu 21: 2, p. 21 -- 24,

* Written Mongolian.

? G. J. Ramstedt, Zur (eschichte des labialen Spiranten im Mongolischen,
Festschrift Vilhelm Thomsen, Leipzig 1912, p. 186 —187.

¢ B. Ya. Vladimircov, Sravnitel'naya grammatika mongol'skogo pis’men-
nogo yazika i xalxaskogo naretiya, Vvedenie i fonetika, Leningrad 1929, p.
216.

5 op.cit., p. 241.
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[y

Written Mongolian made a phonemic distinetion hetween short and
long vowels and gave such examples as daga- »to follows and dayd-
»to be able to lift, to overpowers!', and also such examples as gaydalga
> Kh.e galgo »gates? 1n this connection, I should remark that the
formulation given in my »Introduction is unfortunate, Instead of
saving sWhere 5y in the middle of words was preserved eteat, |
should have said »The consonant “y before o short vowels, and there
where T diseussed the origin of the Tong vowels > 1 should have added
that *y (and some other consenants) bad disappeared only hefore
A long vowel toriginally a stressed vowel).

The correct solution of the problemt was foumd in 1959 when
simultancousty theee appeared Professor Hattori's article  and my
article »On the Velar Stops? which was fullowed by my »sComparative
Grammap.® In the latter work the disappearance of certain eon-
sonants and the contraction of the vowels into one long vowel is
regarded as taking plaee in the so-called weak position, e, hefore o
long vowel which had developed from an aceented vowel®

[t is important to remark that the groups Mo, ayd, api, ete. have
been preserved iu vegular correspondences and inold loan words in
Tungus (Evenkic Solon), the second vowel always heing long:

LNLNL Poppe. Granmatika pis‘'mento-mongol'skogo - vazika, Moskvi-

.0 also N Poppe. Grammar of Written

Leningrad 1937, p. 19, 40 .41,
Mongulian, Wiesbaden 1954, p. 24,

* Khalkha.

3 Poppe, Grammatika, p. 16

4N Poppe, Inteaduction to Mongolian Comparative Studies, Helsinki
1955, p. 149,

5 Poppe, op.eit., p. 59 6.

8 Shird {lattori, The Length of Vewels in Proto-Mongol, Studia Mongolica
Instituti Linguae ¢t Litterarum Comiteti isiel} Seientiaum et Sducationis
Altae Reipublicae Populi Mongoli, 1. 1. fase. 120 Ulaanbaatar 1959, p. 3 -6,

7 N, Poppe, On the Velar Stops in Intervacalie Positiors in Mongolian,
Ural-Altaische Jahehiicher, B, 31, 1959, p. 271

8 N. Poppe, Vergleichende Grammadik der allaischen Sprachen, Teil 1:
Vergleichende Laullehre, Wieshaden 1960

? Poppe, op.cit., p. 4l
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Ev.8' agi < *agii »open uninhabited place, steppes = Mo. api
< “agii | *agai »vaste. Kh, @ sbroad. wides, fipom swides, @indym id.

Ev.B bogali sroper <2 Mo. boys- < *hogd- sto binds, Kh. »s-
sto bind»,

Ev.B jalagan stassel on the hats < Mo, jalayd < *jalaga, Kh.
pzald id. '

Ev.V 2 Jjdege sthing. propertys <2 Mo. idegin <. *tdegén, Kh.
tné »foodn,

Ev.V kamagd sdigease, calamitys < Mo. gamiyd, Kh, yamd sre-
levance, importance, relation.

Ev.B jilug@ seeine <2 Mo. Jituyid < *filugd, Kh. vl id.

Kv.B. kadamar sbridles <2 Mongol. *kadabar > Mogol. qadar,
Mo, gajapar < Yhajifdr < *ladibar id., Kh. yepzar id.

EV.B hirugi-. Sol® jrugi- id. <2 Mongol., cf. MMo.# hiri'e-, Mo.
briigé- < " piritge-. Kh. gird- to say benedictionsy.

Sol. utuge- o fulfiy -2 Mo, hiititgs-, Kh. mat'a- id.

Sal. anaydd wgoaty -2 Mo, fmayian << “imagan id., Kh. yema id.
Sal. aydr vmortar - Mo, oyitr <2 togir id., Kh. gr id.

Sol. &gini- oo filers <2 Mo, $igid- << *sigh- id., Kh. &a- id.

Sol. temencg seameb <2 Mo, temegén 2 Semegén id., Kh. temé id.

The Mongolian loan words in Tungus are important from that
point of view that they give an answer to a number of questions.
First of all, it is obvious that, at the time when the intervocalic
consonant was still present in Ancient, Mongolian (or Proto-Mongo-
lian). the secomnd vowel was still long, e.g., PMo. *imagan > Sol,
anayad sgoats. This stage was folowed by another one in which the
intervocalic consonant was reprosented by o spitant and the second
vawel wis already shart:

T Evenki of Barguzin after NN, Poppe, Materinli dlya issledovaniya
tungusskogo yazika, Naretie barguzinskix {ungusov, Leningrad 1927, p. 38.

£ Kvenki after G. M. Vasilevie, Bvenkiisko-russkii slovar', Moskva 1958,

¥ Solon after N N. Poppe, Materiali po solonskomu yaziku, Leningrad 1931,

* Middle Mongolian.
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Ev.V, Ev.B kewer »meadow, open space, swamps < Mongol.
*kewer < *kebér »tepper.

Ew.B dawld- »to sings << MMo. danld- id., ef. Dagur paunae- sto
calls, Mo. dapiin. Kh. o »voice, song,

Ew.B owwr smortars << Mongol. *menr. Mo, opitr < *ogiir, Kh.
ar id.

Bw.V wmnl »owh < Mongol. *weali. Mo, wpili < *ugili, Kh.
dtly »owls,

Ew.V hurwenn sthumby << Mongol. *qurawnn, Mo, quruyiin <
*hurigiin, Kh. yur@ »finger.

On the basis of the Mongolian loan words in Tungus, the history
of the groups *agd. *agit, ete. can be reprosented as follows:

1. Proto-Mongolian *dagitn svoices > Mo, dayiin id.

2. Mididle Mongolian *dawwn > da’un »voicon, da'nda- sto cally
> Dag. pawpa- id.

3. Modern Mongolian: Kh. ng. Kalnek ditn svoicen,

2

1 shall not dwell on eases in which Written Mongolian y or ¢
g, *p. *b, *y, e M) have disappeared and the vowels have heen
contracted into one long vowel, heeause these cases are well known,
and examples of these developments can be found by the undreds.
Here the following uestion will he deait with: did long vowels oceur
only after *p. *b. *q. “y, *y 1 or also after other consonants? 1f they
oceurred also after other consonants. what happened to the latter?

We shall examine all cases as far ax possible. We ghall see that
the consonant *k >> Mo, q and L in the weak position, i.e.. before
a long (original aceented) vowel has bectme voicd, e, developed
into g and g respectively, hut has remained voiceless in the strong
position, eaz., Mo, daga- -2 MMo2 dagd- - *duki-. Kh. pagp-, Bur.?

b These cases were deall with in my Verglewhende Grammatik, pp. 46 - 49,
59 -62.

* Middle Mongolian.

¥ Buriat.

i
i
i
:
i
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dayo- »to follow» = Mngr.! pagd- id3 As for the other consonants,
they have not heen affected by the long vowel which follows them
immediately.

*a

Mo. $iba- < *sipd- sto plaster, to stuccon, Kh. Saewn- id.2 > Yak.
sibd- id., L * hiba- id,

Mo. saba < *sapd »vessel, containers, Kh. swen id. = Mngr.
sawd »instrument, tool, vasem.®

Mo. dayiba- < *dayipa- sto swing, to waver, Kh. picwp- id.®
> Yak. dathd- »to waves, Yak. taibid- »to swing the wings» (an older
borrowiug).

Mo. ayaréa << *afiiréd < *apdaréa sresidue which remains when
liquor is breweds, Kh. @rt'sn id. > Ev.V aréd skind of cheese which
is' made of that residucs,

Mo. yada- << *yudd- »to be unable, to be poors, Kh. yeppo- id.,
Mngr. iod- sto be ‘exhausteds > Yak. satd- < *tadia- < *yadd- snot
to reach the aim, to fail in achieving; a newer loan word is Yak.
dadd- »mot to he ables,

Mo, fda- <7 *¢
he able» = Yak.

Mo. quda < *hadd@ sock, cliffs. Kh. zeoon id.. Mngr. gopi id. =
Ev. kaddr > Yak. yaddir id.

idd- »to be ables, Kh. 'Savon- id., Mugr. spa- sto
(@ o he ables,

1 Monguor.

% This and some olher examples and the idea (hat *k has developed into g
in this positlion were suggested to me by Prafessor Shird 1latlori in a letter of
May 5. 1960.

3 Mo. &iba- must be a horvowing, because *p in weak position usually disap-
pears. .

4 Lamut or Even after V.1 Cincius | L. D, RiSes, Russko-évenskii slovar’,
Moskva 1952

& Mongolian seba musl bé a borrowing for Lhe same reason as diba- slo
plasters.

& After -yi- the consonanls *p and *b do not disappear in weak position,
probably due to the fact that -yi-, together with the preceding vowel, became
a diphthong in a rather early stage.
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Mo. uda- < *udd-, Kh. ypoo-, Mngr. und- sto linger, remain in the
same position, to be late» = Yak. ud- sto remain behind, to lagy.

Mo. jida < *jida, Kh. pfapno »spear = Mngr, s#ipd id.

Mo. gada- < *kadd- »to nail. to 80w, 10 fixs = Yak. yatd- »to nails.

Mo. udagan < *uddkan / *idakan > *idagan > Dag! yabagan
sshamanesge, Kh. uppogp id. > Ev.V tdiken id., iddkdn »shamans®,

Mo. sudasun < *suddlsun rarterys, Kh. sypovs, Mngr. spipzg
id. = Ev. V sudasun id. (< Modern Mongolian).

Mo. quda << *kudd. Kh. guoov sparents of a married couples,
Mugr. gupa id. > Ev.Sh.? kuda id.

Mo. qudaldu- < *kuddldu- sto trade, to scll, Kh. xuoovlov-
id. = Mngr. pdrpi- id.

Mo. buday < *Imdan ogs, Kh. suppp id. > Yak. budan | bidan
d.

Mo. unugan < *unukdin sfoal, Kh. unvgp id. > Ev.V unukan id.

Mo. finage < *$inakd sladles, Kh. Sanvgp id. > Ev.V &inakd id.

Mo. tarbagan < *tarbakan »marmots, Kh. t'arwngp id., Mngr.
t'érga id. > Ev.V tarbaga id., Ev.Sh. tarbakd id.

Mo. jalga- < *jalkG~ »to connect, to make longers, Kh. pzalgp-,
Mngr. sfirgd- id. > Yak. salyd- sto add, to make longer by attaching
somethingy.

Mo. gayige- < *gayiki- »to admire, K. aicyn- id. > Ev.V
gatkan- »to be surprised, astonished». Yak. 20ty »to praises,

Mo. ilga- < *ilkd- »to distinguish, to discern > Yak. ilya-
»to choose, selects.

Mo. sonirga- < *sunirkd- »to be interesteds, Kh. songryo- id. >
Yak. sonurya- »to be interested in evervthing newn.4

1 Dagur.

* On this word see Albert E. Dien, A Possible Early Occarrence of Altaic
Iduyan, CAJ, 11, p. 1211,

® 8. M. Shirokogoroff, A Tungus Dictionary, Tokyo 1944, p. 151

¢ The vowel of the suff. -*rka- - -rpd- is always long in all verbs in Yakut,
cf. 0. Béhtlingk, Uber die Sprache der dukuten, Theil 1, St. Petersburg 1851,
p. 296. Cf. L. N. Xaritonov, Tipi glagol’noi osnovi v yakutskom yazike,
Moskva-Leningrad 1954, p. 8.
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Mo. lkilgasun, MMo. gligasun < *kilkdsun shair, Kh. yelgos,
Bur. zilgdhoy id. > Ev.V kilag@hun id. .

Mo. tala- < *tald- »to rob, to take aways, Kh. t'allp- id. > Ev.V.
taldnd- »to take aways, Yak. tald- sto loot, to robs.

Mo. sula < *suld sweak, looses, Kh. sully id. = Mngr. sul »weak,
idle, lazys, sgld sidle, unoccupied, leisures.

Mo. bula- < *buld- sto inter, to digs, Kh. sul- id. = Mngr. suld-
»to inter, plants.

Mo. aglag < *aglak sremote, uninhabiteds, Kh. aglvk id. >
Ev.V agld seven, treelessy, agldn ymeadows.

Mo. darqala- < *darkald-, Kh. paryvl- sto forge iron, to be a
smiths, Dag. paryald- id. > Ev.V. darkals- id.}

Mo. dayula- < *dafali- »o sing», Kh. pitl- id. = Ev.V dawld-
< MMo. daula- id.

Mo. uyila- < *ugild- »to cry, to weeps, Kh. uyly- id. = Mngr.
wld- id.

Mo. qarma- < *karmd- »o rakes, Kh. yarmw- id. > Yak. yorba-
»to row, to rake».

Mo. oyrma- < *oyima- sto swims, Kh. dé¢mo- id. > Yak. oimo-
»to walk in water, to wade»,

Mo. mana- < *mand- sto watchs, Kh. wmano- id. > Yak. mand-
id.

Mo. sana- < *sand- »to thinks, Kh. sano- id. > Ev.V sand- id.,
Yak. sand- id. = KEv.V. 5d- »to knows, Yak. 81~ << *sdg- »to counts,
Trkm. s@n snumbers, sana- < *sanda- sto county.

Mo, una- < *und- »to falby, Kh. wno- id. = Mngr, und- id.

Mo. irjaging- < *irfagind- »to show one’s tesths (dogs) > Yak.
irdéiging- id.

Mo. qura < *kurd srainy, Kh. guro id. = Mngr. yurd id.

Mo. duran < *duran smemory, desires, Kh. purp id. = Mngr.
puran »dosires,

Mo. bara- < *bara- sto finish, to consumes, Kh. saryp- id., Mngr.

! The vowel of the suff. -ta- of denominal verbs is long in Dagur, cf. N. N,
Poppe, Dagurskoe naregic, Leningrad 1930, p. 124; same in KEvenki, cf. Vasile-
vié, op.cit., p. 766; and same in Yakut, cf. Xaritonov, op. cit., p. 63.
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purd- »to be finished, to be consumed, spent, to dies > Yak. bard-
»to finish, destroy»s.

Mo. darasun < *dardsun »wines = Mngr. derdsg id.

Mo. aral < *aral sislande, Kh. arol id. = Mngr. ard »a spot left
open in a canal or in a river.

Mo. gara < *kard »blacks, Kh. yarp id.. Mogol qarés < *qard id.
> Ev.B kara id.

Mo. untara- < *untard- »to go out (light), to be extinguishods,
Kh. un‘t'pr- id. = Mngr. ni‘¢ra- sto sleeps.2

Mo. abura- < *apura- »to have pity, to save, rescues, Kh. awrp-
id. > Yak. abrd- / abird- »to correct, to show graces.

Mo. saydra- < *sagdird- »to decrcases, Kh. sdrp- id. > Yak.
sd@rd- sto be slow, irresolutes.

Mo. jiydra- < *jigiird- »to kneads, Kh. pziir- id. = Mugr. sfiird-
id.

Mo. gagdara- < *kagdard- »to be worn outs. Kh. yagpzor- id. =
Mngr. yapard- id.

Mo. qayiira- < *kabiird- »to peel offs, Kh. yur- id. = Mngr.
yierd- id.

Mo, tuse < *tusd »usefulness, profits, Kh. tussp id. = Mngr.
pusd id.

Mo. buta < *butd »bushy, Kh. syt id. = Mngr. sund splants
growing in the shape of bushes».

Mo. duta- < *dutd- »to be insufficients, Kh. pu't'v- id. > Yak.
tutd- »to be behind».

Mo. qata- < *katd- »to become hard», Kh. ya't's- id., Mngr.
yopd- id. > Ev.V. katin shards, Yak. kitdnay shards, kitdt- »to become
hard».

Mo. saydta- < *sagdtd-, Kh. sa@‘'t'v- »to consoles > Yak. sdta-
»to congole oneself, to amuse oneselfs. )

Mo. togta- < *tokta- »to stop, to stand stills, Kh. t'og'to- id. >
Ev.V wkts- id.. Yak. toxts- id.

t The suff. -ra- has a long vowel in Monguor, Yakut, and Evenki.
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Mo. sogta- < *sdkid- »to be intoxicateds, Kh. sog't'v- id., Mngr.
sogos- id. > Ev.V. sokta- id.
Mo. nogto < *nokid »halters, Kh. neg't'n id. == Mngr. noené id.
*E
Mo. soli- < *soli-, Kh. solls- »to mix» > Ev.V. soli- id.
Mo. sat{uli < *sabuli, Kh. sat'soly slibations > Ev.V aéali id.
Mo. éabi < *&abi, Kh. t'sdwr sgroiny, Bur. samy < *éami id. >
Yak. sami shuttocks.
Mo. gani < *qani »friends, Kh. ydny id. > Yak. yand ssimilarity,
pair, homogeneous objectss, L. kani »twinss,
Mo. sapari < *sagiri, Kh. sd¢rs, Mngr. sari »sudder > Yak.
sari »suéde made of deer’s skin».
- Mo. narin < *narin, Kh. ndrfa sthim, Mngr. narin id. > Yak.
narin sneat, fine, elegants.
Mo. ulari- < *ulari- sto alternates, Kh. wllory- id., Mngr. urila-
< *ylari- »to do something alternately» > Yak. wlarii- id.

*é

Mo. ide-, MMo. hilé- < *pit- »t0 be ashamods, Kh. 5t'%- id. =
Mngr. $piie- id. ‘

Mo. nimegen < *nimekén, Kh. nimgg »thin, fine» > Ev.V nemekén
wshort, lows.

Mo. emegeljt << *hemekélji sidol of the protecting spirit of the
home» > Ev.V hemekén vhunter's amulets.

Mo. ide < *idé »energy, activitys, Kh. ¢ppa id. > Ev.V dé
»talents.

Mo. kederge << *kédérké »instrument for tanning leathers, Kh.
xepparaq id. > Ev.V kédéréwan id., Yak. kiddrdn id.

Mo. kiirgen < *kitrigen << *kilrikén »son-in-laws, Mngr. k‘urgén
id. > Ev.V kurekén shusband of the younger sisters.

Mo. gejige < *gejiké << *gediké wcues, Kh. ¢éppzags id. = Ev.V
getkén sback of the head».
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Mo. delge- < *delké- sto spread outs, Kh. pelga- id. > Yak. tilgd- id.

Mo. kiirge- << *kitrké- »to bring to the destinations, Kh. xurgo-
id. = Mngr. k‘wraé- id.

Mo. ddken << *hidkén < *pistkén sthick (of liquidsy, Kh. o0y 2
id., Mngr. spocudn < *hidkén id. > Ev.V uthiin id.

Mo. tile- < *tile-, Kh. tilla- »to pay» > Yak. tlits- < *tslg-
< *old- id.

Mo. éime- << *¢imé- »to adorn. decorates, Kh. r'Sime- id. > Yak.
stmd- | stmii- < *Simd- id.

Mo. dine < *iie »prices. Kh. wnae id., Mngr. niém id. > Ev.V
wnté- 3o buys, wnidt- id.

Mo. siinesiin << *siinésiin woub, Kh. sunas, Bur, hwnahay id. =
Mngr. suniénze id.

Mo. Jtnesitn < *hitnésiin < ™ piviésiin »cinder, ashess, Kh. wnas
id. = Goldi punigkte < *puidlt id., Bv.V ulépten | hulepten id.

Mo. &itire- < *titiré- sto shake, trembles, Kh. s id, >
Yak. titird- id.

Mo. tore- < *iré- wto be borm, Kh. ¢r- id., Muogr. t'uro- id. >
Yak. torits- << Mori- << *tord- id.

Mo. méren < *méirén srivers, Kh. mirg id. = Mngr. warén id.

Mo. déri < *ddré »ring in the nose of a domestic animab, Kh.
pira id. == Mngr. purd id.

Mo. tkire < *ikiré stwins, Kh. iygor id. > Ev.V wgiré | ikeré id.,
Yak. igirid < *ikird id.

Mo. dtegit < *tékii »old, elder, dtel- sto grow olds, Kh. #'¢ai- id.,
Mngr. spdli- »to become olds, spden < *itékii rolds > Ev.V olg
vold mamy, wtglé »formerly, in olden timesy, wiélgptir »ancestorss ==
Chuvash vaps < *itd »olds.

Me. kebte- < *kepté- »to lie dowms, Kh. xée'ts- id. = Mngr.
kepié- id.

*7

MMo. téli sthens = Ev.V t5li vat that time,

Mo. ele, MMo. éli »this» = Ev.V ¢li sheres,

Mo. ejen < ejin < *edin slord, masters, Kh. éonzg id. = Ev.V
edt »husbands, Anc. Turk. 7di »lords.
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8.

The observations made in section 2 lead to the conclusion that
the vowels of a number of Mongolian suffixes were originally long.
Such suffixes are:

1. Suffixes of noun-derivation:

L. -gan [ -gen < -*kdn | -*kén: Mo. udagan »shamanesss, unugan
»foab, tarbagan smarmots, kiirgen »son-in-laws, ete.
2. -li < -* | -*I7 of deverbal nouns: Mo. saduli »libations etc.

2, Suffixes of verb-derivation:

1. -ga- | -ge- < -*kd- | -*ké- of causative verbs: Mo. jalga- sto
make longers, dlga- »to distinguishs, delge- sto spread outs, ete.
) -gina- < -*gind- | -*giné- of deverbal verbs: Mo. irjagina-
»to show the teeth».

3. -la- | -le- < -*la- [ -*lé- of denominal verbs: Mo. darqala- sto
be a smiths, dayula- »to sings, etc.

4. -ra- [ -re- < -*r@- [ -*r¢- of deverbal verbs: Mo. abura- »to saves,
untara- »to be extinguisheds, sayara- sto last longy, etc.

5. -rqa- | ~rke- < -*rk- [ -*rké- of denominal verbs: Mo, sonirqa-
»t0 be interested».

Another conclusion which is probably more important concerns
the primary verb-stemns which take the causative suffix -yg- [ -gé-.

It is known that the verbal stems ending in a short vowel in
various Mongolian languages take the causative suffix -gl- | -@i- =
Mo. -yal- | ~giil-: Bur., Kh., Ord. aliil- sto cause to kill, Kalm. alal-
id. from alo- »to kil = Mo. alayiil- sto make kill» from ala- sto kills.

On the other hand, many verbal stems ending in a short vowel
form the causative by adding the suffix -3- / -&- = Mo. -ya- | -gé~:

Mo. wdaya-, Kh. upi- sto delay, to make become lates from Mo.
uda~ »to lingers.

Mo. gadayi-, Bur. yadi- »to cause to nail or sews from Mo. gada-
»t0 naily,

Mo. gataya-, Kh. ya't'd- »to make dry, to make hards from Mo,
gata- »to become dry, to become hards.
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falls, . ‘ -
* Mo. togtayd-, Kh. t'og't'8- sto make stand still, to establish, to take
a decision» from Mo. togta- »to stand stills.

Mo. sogtayd-, Kh. s0gt'0- sto make drunk» from Mo. sogfa- sto
become drunks.

Mo. untarayd-, Kh. un‘t'vord- sto extinguish» from Mo. untara-
»to go out, to be extinguished».

It has been demonstrated above that the primary stems uda-,
gada-, gala-, etc. end in a primary long vowel. From this the conclus-
ion can be drawn that the causative suffix Mo, -yd- [ -gé- can be
taken as evidence that the stem-final vowel is long in origin. In
other words, those verbal stems which take this suffix must have
been ending in a long vowel. Of course, many original stems appear
at the present time with other causative suffixes but this is due to
analogy. There are such dual forms as Kh. seré- and seril- = Mo.
seregé- and seregdll- »to awakens from sere- #to awakes. However,
originally all stems of this kind took only the suff, -yd- / -gé-.

4.

The occurrence of primary long vowels in the first syllable in
Mongolian was discovered recently. No mention of primary long
vowels in the first syllable is found in Ramstedt’s and Vladimirtsov's
works. Even in his latest works, Ramstedt states that there is no
evidence of a phonemic opposition of primary long vowels to short
vowels in Mongolian.! The same opinion was expressed in 1956 by
the author of these lines who believed that all long vowels were of
secondary nature?

The occurrence of primary long vowels in the first syllable was

1 G. J. Ramstedt, Einfilhrung in die altaische Sprachwissenschaft, I,
Lautlehre, Bearbeitet und herausgegeben von Pentti Aalto, Helsinki 1957,
p. 165.

$ Introduction to Mongolian Comparative Studies, p. 73--76.

Mo, unayd-, Kh. ynngd- sto make fall downs from Mo. umna- wto

'dhwmdbyﬂatmﬂiwmm'uwmdbymwf‘ R

e Grammar of the author of these lines? -
Hattori reconstructed the original long vowels of Pmm-uencolhn.

e basing himself oni the Monguer and, to a lesaer extent, Dagur data.

The author of these lines reconstructed them on the basis of the
Altalc comparative studies, i.e., by comparing Mongolian with
Tungus and Turkic. The argument of the author was as follows:
if Turkic and Tungus have primary long vowels and it Mongolian is
related to Turkic and Tungus, there must have been primary long
vowels in Mongolian, too. By comparing such words as Mogr. ol
sshoulder-blades with Turkmenian ydl smanes and Yak. sal »fat under
the mane of a horses or Mngr. mépt streos with Dag. més and Ev.
mé < *mdd strees, the author came to the conclusion that Monguor
and Dagur long vowels in these and some other words are primary in
origin but not secondary as he had believed before.

In this article I am going to demonstrate that Mongolian primary
long vowels can be reconstructed in the first syllable not only on the
basis of Monguor and Dagur data or by comparing Mongolian data
with those of Yakut and Turkmenian but also by basing one's re-
search on Mongolian loan words in Yakut and Tungus.

Before I proceed to a closer examination of Mongolian correspond-
ences to the long vowels in Yakut and Turkmenian and to Mongolian
loan words in Evenki and Yakut, I wish to remark that the very
useful list of Turkmenian words containing long vowels, compiled
by Risinen®, provides numerous examples such as:

Trkm, ‘@l sred» = (or >) Mo. al id.

Trkm. bdja sthe husband of the sister of Ego's wifes = Mo. baja
< *bafa id.

Trkm., éGya schilds = Mo. éaga, Kh. t'saxyn < *8dga id.

,'i‘rkm. yayrin whoulder-blade» = Mo. daydrin < *ddgdrin ssore
under the saddler.

! Hattori, op.cit., p. 6.
% Vergleichende Gr tik der altaischen Sprachen, p. 92 ff.

8 Martti Riséinen, Tirkische Miszellen, Studia Orfentalia ed. Soc. Orient.
Fennica XX: 1, 1960, p. 5—19.
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Trkm. gdyn < *gddin otather-in-lnm == Mo, qadmn < ‘humn '

Kh. yaooom id., ete.
1 shall proceed to the main discussion.

*3

Mo. dagu < *ddku stur jacket, fur coats, Kh. payyv id., Mngr.
péyu swomen's waistcoats > Ev.V ddke swomen’s jackets.

Mo. tala < *tila »plain, steppe, prairies, Kh. t'allo id. > Yak.
tala #field, prairies.

Mo. éabirgas < *&dbirkai stempless, Bur. sabirgas id. > Ev.V
ddwurkai [ Edwurger id.

Mo. janu- < *jan-u- sto threatems, Kh. pzanp- id., Mngr. séidne-
»to hate, to menaces = Yak. sin- id. > Ev.V sdn- id.

Mo. laga < *laka wilurus, shat-fishs, Kh. layyo id. > Yak. laya
scommon gremilles,

Mo. ¢abi »groins, Kh. t'sdsey id. > Yak. d#dmt sbelly, wornbs,

Mo. sag, < *sdk excrements, filths, Bur. hag id. > Yak. sdy
sexcrementss.

Mo. tag$i < *tdk#i scup, bowls, Bur. laghp id. > Ev.V taksg id.

*o

Mo. ofin < *hotéin < *péttin ssparks, Kh. ot'§y, Bur. ofoy id:
from *hit < *pst ofires > Ev.V. héhin | dsin »sparks = Yak. uot
sfires, Trkm. &t id.

Mo. dom < *d&m »fortune-tellings, Kh. pom id., Mo, domog, <
*domak stale, story» > Yak. tuom [ duom < *dom erites.

Mo. bor, Bur. bor < *bar sclay» > Yak. buor searth, clay»

Mo. gom < *kdm ssaddle-felt, saddle-cloths, Kh. yom id. > Ev.V
kam »saddles, kémdan »saddle covers.

Mo. gota < *kita senclosure, fence, town, citys, Kh. zo't'n id.,
Ord. go't'o id. > Ev.V géta »enclosures, gdta- sto enfences, ndta- id.

Mo. jol < *j6l »happiness, good lucks, Bur. zol id., Mo. jolgu-

sy Vowels mw o Y

. <%Memoum5u nla.v-td Mugr. Wid. >EvV

}&modhmh—‘hk M<*{a¥my,madt.’l‘rha.y&ld ‘
Mo. o8 < *Asi < *pdi sorests, MMo. ¢ id., Kh. &4 id. > Ev.V E

 hdi wwamps, cf. Trim. 8y sdepression, valleys < Mongol. -

Mo. sogor < *sdkar sblinds, Kh. soyyor id., Mngr. soguor id. >
Ev.V sdyar ssquint, cross-eyeds.

Mo. sonin < *sonin sinteresting, news, Kh, tom id. > Ev.V
8dmin sheros,

Mo. togos < *tokei sellbow, bends, Kh. i'ox°s id., Mngr. fugui
vellbows = Ev.V tskikan < *tokatkdn id.

Mo. sogta- < *sdktd- sto be intoxicateds, Mngr. sogpd- < *s0ktd-
id,, Kh. so¢'t's- id. > Ev.V sokta- id.

Mo. joru- < *jor-u- sto planes, Kh. pzor- id., Mngr. idré- sto
cut off, to make & sharp end» = Yak. suor- < *j5r- sto planes, cf.
Trkm, yon- id., primary root *ys-.

g

Mo. julga- < *jalka- sto tear off, to plucke, Kh. paylgp- »to plucks
> Ev.V jilga- id.

Mo. nura < *niira scave-in, landslides, Mo. nura- < *nilrd-
o cave imy, Mngr. nira scave-ins, niird- »to cave in» > Ev. nilra
mwteep banks.

Mo. numun < *ndmun sbows, Kh. nymo id., Bur. nomo id., Mngr.
lumu id. > Ev.V néma sDaurian bows, Ev.V ngmki sbown,

Mo. guran < *giiran »wild goats, Kh. guro id. > Ev.V giran id.

*;

-5

+ Mo. firge- »to cut off thin slicess, Kh. pdirge- id., causat. of *iire-
< *jiri-, Mo. jirém »a thin straps, deverbal noun in -m from *ird-,
Mngr. sfiri- »to cut off thin lashess > Yak. sir- sto tears == Turk.
Osm. yirt- < *yirt- Mo tear.

Mo. kirmag, < *kirmak snew snows, Kh. ylarmwk id. (*kirmak <

10 — 8USA 63
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*kidr-mak) > Yak. kirpay sgrain, particless= Yak. xdr, Trkm.
gir < *kifir wnows, Chuvash yur < *kidr snows,

*g

Mo. gere < *gére: slights, Mngr. eerid id. = Ev.V 5@l < *géred id.

Mo. del < *dél smanes, Dag. pglbwr id.,, Kh. pel id. = Ev.B
dglin id. = Yak. sidl < *jél id.

Mo. keb < *kép spattern, model», Kh. yes id. = Yak. kidp <
*ldp »form, shapes, Trkm. gdp »scarecrows.

Mo, kebt- < *kébi- »to ruminates, Mngr. k‘éyi- id.,- Kh. xtws-
id. = Trkm. gdwn§ »scuds.

Mo. tel < *t8l: t. quraga »a lamb which sucks at two ewess, Kh.
tel yurogo id., Bur. gl id. > Yak. 17l < *tl »foal or calf which
sucks the milk of several motherss.

*6

Mo. &6me < *E6me wtone of a fruit, kernels, Kh. t'stma id. >
Ev.V &meg < *E8me skernels.

Mo. dite < *d&te »near, Bur. dwita id. > Ev.V datergger sstraight,
shortcuts.

Mo. 8l < *h§l < *pél swet, damp; nurrishments > Yak. 6l <
*81, Turk. Osm. kol, Trkm. hél | 5l »wetw.

Mo. ds- < *8s- sto grow, increase, propagates, Mo dske- < *8ské-
»to make increases, Kh. #s-, Mngr. 8s¢- sto grow, increase» > Yak.
#Gskd- < *8skd- »to originate».

Mo. 88 < *8s < *8¢ shatred, revenges, Kh. #s id. = Yak. iids <
*8¢ »hiles,

Mo. s8ge- < *s8ké- sto scold, call namess, Kalm, sdgé- id., Mngr.
806~ < *s8gb- < *sBké- id. = Yak. Wy~ < *sfk-, Trkm. sék- id.

Mo. sonil- < *sén-ii- »t0 be extinguisheds, sons »nights, Mngr.
sund- "o be extinguisheds = Ev.V siw- »to be extinguisheds, si- <
*58i- sto extinguishs == Trkm. sdn- sto be extinguisheds.

T The PﬁmnryLonngeh in Mongoltan i?
*§

Mo. dde- < *Mlde- < *pllde-, MMo. hdlde- sto sew tos, Bur.

wda- 1d., Mngr. spid- < *hlds- sto patche, Mo. ddesiin < *kilddrstin,

Kh. wnos sthread, cordes > Yak. dddsin sthreads,
MMo. bilrge sflcas = Mngr. sirge id.

*

Mo. #ilagusin < *sileglsiin slynxs, Kh. &his id., Bur. Selithen
id., Mngr. sélic < *sile id. = Yak. s < *hils < *sd§ id.
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