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Jin Guangping and His Studies of Large and Small Scripts

in Khitai and Jurchen Languages

AISIN GIORO Hualiyasun

Both the Khitai and Jurchen scripts belong to ancient Chinese ethnic writing system. Dif-
ferent from other branches, fhese two ones are composed by “large scripts”and “small
scripts." "Large scripts” and “small scripts” were originally named by Khitais, and later fol-
lowed by Jﬁrchens, as was recorded by some relevant hjstdrical materials “the Jurchens writ-
ing was modeled after the Khitais." But the Ligoshi did not account for the difference be-
tween “large script” and “small script." Accordingly, the Jinshi also did not explain the dif-
ference. So ever since their finding over one century ago, Jurchen and Khitai scripts have
been masked with a mysterious veil by the various speculations of scholars from different
countries. Chinese scholar Jin Guangping was a leading pioneer in this academic field.

In 1957, by comparing the “epitaph of Xiao Xiaozhong” excévated from Jinxi, Liaoning
province and “Ajce ‘of the Liao Emperor” unearthed from Qiﬁgling, Jin Guangping pointed .
out that in Khitai scripts of Qingling there were both single scripts and compound ones and
the latter weré mostly composed by two to sever singles ones. Therefore we can conclude
that thé Khitai was a multi-syllable language and the number of syllables determines the
complexi‘gy of character forms. Contrary to the Khitais characters foﬁnd in Qingling, the
Khitais characters found in Jinxi were simple and regular in form, sharing similarity with the
Jurchen. The metﬂods of character making include loan words from the Chinese and some
adaptation of Chinese strokes. According to the ‘Qidanguozhi, the Khitai large scripts were
coined in imitation of Lishu which was the same with the Khitai scripts of Jinxi, whereas the
Khitai scripts of Qingling was modeled after Huihu which shared similarities with fhe Khitai

small scripts, which was supported the Liaoshi. The Jinshi recorded that the Jurchen large
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scripts was made in 1119 and Jurchen small scripts in 1138, and the two script types had
been coexisting. But the Jurchen stone-carved scripts that still remained and the Jurchen
scripts in  the Nizhen Yiyu were different from the Khitais of Qingling' while similar to that
of Khitais of Jinxi. So it is naturally inferred that the remaining Jurchen scripts were large
scripts imitating Khitai large scripts and the Jurchen small scripts was a kind of language
coping the Khitai small scripts (included in the Kaogu 1957.2).

In 1962, Jin Guangping made a further study on the difference between and characteris-
tics of Khitai large and small scripts and their Jurchen counterparts and the results of thé re-
search had been uhiversally éccepted (the Neimenggudaxuexuebab 1962.2.)

In spite of the untimely death in Cultural Revolution, by keen academic vision Jin
Guangping had pointed out the right direction for further researches on the difference be-
tween Khitai large and small scripts and Jurchen ones.

In the half century ever since Jin’s conclusion on Khitai large scripts, the researches in
this field had been at a standstill. In contrast, the researches on Khitai small scripts have
made breakthroughs in the 21* century. With more Khitai small scripts in epitaphs interpreted
and more grammatical irregulariﬁes explained, the researches on Khitai large scripts gained a
solid footing. Though different in type, large scripts and small scripts belonged to the same
language. So a greater part of the sound and meaning of Khitai large‘ scripts could be identi-
fied in a short time kwith the study of Khitai small scripts as the basis and Aisin Gioro
Uthicun, the granddaughter of Jin Guangping, inherited his academic cause and engaged in-
tensively in the study of Khitai and Jurchen scripts. She found 1,002 Khitai large scripts (not
including variants) from the Khitai large scripts epitaphs. These Khitai large scripts provide
a brand new source for the later research on the Khitai large scripts. Hitherto the researches
on Khitai large scripts had one common conclusion. That is “Khitai large scripts are ideo-
gram." This thesis was misled by the sentencé “Emperor Taizu of the Liao dynasty coined
3,000-0dd Khitai words after the unity of Bohai area” which was quoted from the first vol-
ume of the Qidanguozhi. In brief, the Khitai large scripts was “ideogram and phonogram

language." In this language, one éyllable corresponded to several characters. In other words,
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the same syllable may take different forms of character. The typical form of
“ideogram-phonogram” language is that the root meaning is represented by ideogram and the
root syllable is represented by phonogram. Succeeding the tradition of Khitai large scripts,
the Jurchen large scripts followed the “ideogram and phonogram language” and their
syllables were more concise and appropriate than the Khitai large scripts. According to the
Nz‘iéhenwen Dacidian co-compiled by Jin Qizong and Aisin Gioro Ulhicun, the Jurchen large
scripts amounted to 1,307 which, by means of “phonogram-ideogram pattern” and “the com-
bination of the plural phonograms," could designate all Jurchen words. Since the Jurchen
large scripts were inspired from the Khitai large scripts, these Jurchen phonogram must come
from Khitai ones.

Jin Guangping's assumption on Jurchen’s small scripts were verified by the unearthed rel-
ics ten years later.

From 1972 to the early of 1980s, four-sided character-coined gold and silver tablets were
unearthed in succession in Hebei, Heilongjiang and Jilin. At the top of these tablets were en-
graved with the mark similar to the Chinese character “ 2.." It was recorded as “Aguda Hua
Ya” in Song dynasty historical materials and identified as the relics of the Jin dynasty. The
characters on these tablets were once regarded as Khitai small scripts. But Aisin Gioro
Ulhicun argued that the six characters fell into two groups and were not found in Khitai
small scripts. Every three characters of the six characters were made into one set which was
the same to the Khitai small scripts. It could be inferred that the characters on these tablets
were Jurchen small scripts created by Emperor Xizong of the Jin Dynasty.

The Jurchen small scripts were made in 1138 and put into use in 1145. Up to now all
Jurchen materials were written in large scripts except for the six characters on the tablets. Jin
Qizong once made accurate explanation on the unpopularity of the Jurchen small scripts. He
pointed out that the Jurchen small scripts kept the triviality and encumbrance of Khitai small
scripts. The difference between Khitai small scripts and large ones lies in the fact that Khitai
small scripts used 300-0dd phonograms to spell the sound of words by certain order. The |

initial purpose of making Jurchen small scripts was to adapt to the multi-syllable
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agglutination-oriented Khitai language but the result was more complex and trivial than the
strokes of Khitai large scripts. For the beginners, the Khitai small scripts possessed the ad-
vantages of clear phonograms and easy reorganization. But from the practical point of view,
they were less handy than the large scripts. The Jurchen large scripts inherited both the ad-
vantage of the Khitai large scripts in ideograms and the strong point of Khitai small scripts
in phonogram, so within 20 to 30 years, it developed into a new language possessing the ad-
vantages of both Khitai large scripts and small ones. While the Jurchen small scripts made by
Emperor Xizong was purely modeling the Khitai small scripts and accordingly having its dis-
advantages. The function of Jurchen small scripts was far inferior to that of Khitai small
script which could make up the deficiency of Khitai large seripts. So after the murder of
Emperor Xizong, the Jurchen small scripts was abandoned by history for its far less value .

than the Jurchen large scripts.
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