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A Research on the Language of *“Secret History of Mongols® (§)

-——Especially on -liai: -la’aifle’ ai—

Shigeo Qzawa

)

In the language of “‘Secret History of Mongols,”” we can find three groups of
of Prasens perfecti ending, that is, (a) -lw’a/li’e: -w'ai (b) -la’a/-I¢e: -la’ai/-I€ai:
-lai (C) -IPi/ligi.

Among these endings, lu'a/-lu’e only corresponds to -luyra/-liige in Classical
Written Mongolian, but we can scarcely find in Classical Written Mongolian the

other endings, such as -la’a/-l¢’e, -Ia’aif-l¢'al and so on.
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1 wrote an article on -/igi a few years ago, in which I demonstrated that
-1 i/-ligi was the feminine forms of -li'«/-li'e¢, and so on. Now I am going to show
my view of -ld’ai/-l¢ ai and -li’ai in this article. In my opinion, -ld'ai/-l€ai: -l ai
are the plural forms of -la’a/-I€e: -lu'a/-li’e and I could induce this fact from many
examples in the language of ‘““Secret History of Mongols.”

Therefore, the last question is whether -li'a/-lu’e and -la’a/-lde are different
in their functions and grammatical meanings or not, but I cannot help reserving
my answer to this question, because my research has not reached the point so far.
I believe this is one of the questions left unrecsolved in the study of “Secret His-
tory of Mongols.”





