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The System of the Indicative Endings
in Middle Mongolian

The aim of thig paper is to establish & systematic order for the indicative
endings in Middle Mongolian,

In Middle Mongolian, especially in the language of the Secret History of the
Mongels, we can find some indicative endings which do not exist in classical
written Mengolfan, for example: -bi, -ligi. | have previously established that
these two endings are the feminine form of -ba fbe, -lu'a /-lu'e™ and that
<la'ai/-le'ai, -lv'ai, are the plural form of -la'af-le'e, luta s luter,

In the process of establishing the above, it occured to me that it would be
possible to systematize ali of the indicative emndings by foviewing them from
the point view of gender and number.

This problem became the starting point for this paper, and I have attained
hopeful results in systematizing all of the indicative endings by the above
method.  However, 1 have been unable 10 solve all of the problems concern-
ing indicative endings by this merhad. For, when T examined the occurences
of the endings -mui, -ju’ui ete, in the Secrot History of the Meugals, for ex-
ample, in abgut two-thirds of the cases these endings may be regarded ag
being the plural forms of -mu, -ju'u etc., but in the other one-thirds of the
cases they are not used as plural forms. Mow these endings shauld be regard-
ed in the cases when they are not used s plural form thus becomes a
problem,

Or the one hand I have given attention 1o the relationship between the
endings -lu'a /-lu'e and -la'z /le'e, and have felt that in some way there was
a difference between them, As a resuit of the invesiigarion of these endings
related in this paper, T have discovered that sla'a/-le'e is used as an honor-
tic form for -lw'a/-lv'e (§3,). This discovery is very importact, for hy ap-
plying this concept of honorific forms to the ather indicative endings, such as
~mui, ~ju'ui, -bai efe. T have been able to determine that ig the previously
referred to cases where these endings are not used as the plural forms of the
endings -muy, -ju'y, -ba, ete. they are used as the honorific forme of these
endings.

As 2 result of this investigation the system of indicative endings in Middle
Mongolian may be expressed as follows:
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gender | masculine feminine honorific unhonerific
number sing, ol. sing. form form
present -mu - -mi -mui -mu

and -yu *oyui -¥i *yui -yu
future -u -, -ai - -ui -u

tense -d

past -ba bai -bi -bai -ba‘

and -juty -ju'uj -jigi, -ji'ai -iu*ul “ju'u

© . . .. 3 ',
present | «lu'a/-lu'e, | -lu’ai, -ligi / lii, -la'a/-le'e | -lua/-lun'e

tense | -la'a/-le'e | -la'ai/-le'ai -

~'a -'ai *1 -'ai -'a

In conclusion I have appended the following list of svstem of jmperative
endings appearing in the Secrot History of the Mongals.

singlular plurai

{to 2nd person) -dqun/—.dkun
imperative -gtud / -gtud
(to 3rd person) -tuqai / -tugai

i -5ugat /-sugai
(exclusive) -5u suGai /-suga
voluntative
. . v
finclusive) va
P T
[ dubitative =)yl uji’ai

(1) See my article “The research of verhal endings in the language of
the Sccret History of Mongels ——especially -bi and 1= i E—
in Tokye Goikokugo Daigaku Ronswwe. Val, I'V 1955, Tokyc Japan.

{2) See my article “*The reseach of the language of the Seeret History of
AMangols (6) ——on -la’ail/le’al and -lu'ai—"" in Tokyo Gaikokugo
Daigaku Ronsyu. VI, 1960,
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